
“...live a life worthy of the Lord and (may) please him in every way…” 
Colossians 1:10 

In a recent devotional booklet article the story was told about a vendor who sold bagels for 50

cents each at a street corner food stand. A jogger ran past and threw a couple of quarters into the

bucket but didn't take a bagel. He did the same thing every day for months. One day, as the jogger

was passing by, the vendor stopped him. The jogger asked, “You probably want to know why I

always put money in but never take a bagel, don't you?” “No,” said the vendor. “I just wanted to 

tell you that the bagels have gone up to 60 cents.”

Too often, as believers, we treat God with that same kind of attitude. Not only are we ungrateful

for what He’s given us -  but we want more.  Somehow we feel God  owes us good health, a 

comfortable life, material blessings. Of course, God doesn’t owe us anything, yet He gives 

us everything.

G.K. Chesterton wrote, “Here dies another day, during

which I have had eyes, ears, hands, and the great world

around me. And with tomorrow begins another. Why am 

I allowed two?” The psalmist said, “This is the day the 

Lord has made; we will rejoice and be glad in it.” 

(Psalm 118:24). Each day, whether good or bad, is 

one more gift from our God. Our grateful response 

should be to live to please Him. 

Life is a gift from God to be lived for God.
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The Passion of the Christ

6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, April 4th in 
Zion’s Fireside Room

Potluck Dinner at 5:45 in the Fellowship Hall.

Nur sery will be available. Contact Lisa Day with questions.

Join us for a special showing of Mel Gibson’s

Backpackin’ with Jesus begins in

Mar ch! What is it? Since children

spend much more time at home

than they do in Sunday School, 

parents are a child’s most impor-

tant teachers. Backpackin’with

Jesus will give parents tools to help

make their child’ s faith walk even

more meaningful. Thr ee-yearolds

thr ough 5th grade will have the

opportunity to share and grow 

their faith with their families in a

fun and exciting way. 

Each week one child from each

classroom will take home a back-

pack filled with items to share with

their families. A book to read, an

age appropriate Christian DVD to

watch as a family with a bag of

popcorn to munch on, a family

devotional book, a journal to jot

down how you spent yourweek, a

family game to play, and of course 

a stuffed animal to hug. It is then

returned the following week. 

Our prayer is that this will give 

you well spent time as a family,

relaxing and growing closerto 

the Lord together! Star t looking 

for backpacks coming soon to 

your homes!   

Vicki Peterson, 

Lifelong Learning Director

Backpackin’
with Jesus

on April 20, 2007 at 7 p.m. in the  GraebnerMemorial  

Chapel at Concordia University, St. Paul.

It will be a night filled with the dazzling sight of over 60 

gleaming bells rung by the ensemble, creating peaceful melodies 

and energetic rhythms - a night you won't want to miss! 

Attendance to the concert is free, however a good will offering 

will be taken to help raise money to refurbish the handbells which 

are over thirty years old.  For more information, contact 

Carolynne Mathis, Director, at 763-755-3530 x7812.

Come and listen to the first annual 

Concordia University 

Handbell Ensemble Concert
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&Meetings 

Announcements

55 Alive Defensive 
Driving Refr esher
Coursewill be 
offered on Friday, 
March 16, 2007.  
Beginning at 5 p.m. with dinner, 
followed by the class. Cost is $10 a
person. If you have previously com-
pleted the 8 hour initial course, you
need to have this refresher class
every three years to save 10% on
your auto insurance.  Please make 
reservations with Dottie Michaletz 
at 952-929-2377.

Thank you to those who served on
the Gathering Area Task Force.
(Dave Erdmann, Dan Ahlman, Ed
Lundgren, Ethan Adam, Michele
Cooper, Shirley Appelwick, John
Herkenratt, Chan Zuber, Deb Wold,
Tricia Moeller, Pastor Neal). At the
January 23, 2007 Church Council
meeting the final report with 
recommendations of the Task Force
was presented. The Council was
impressed with the quality of work
and received it with thanks. Because
the specific assignment of the Task
Force has been successfully com-
pleted the GATF is now officially
disbanded by the Church Council. 
A new Task Force is being created
to begin implementing the council
approved recommendations.

RememberTuesday, March 20th,
the Ninth Annual Empty Bowls
Event, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. at the
Hopkins Center for the Arts on
Mainstreet in Hopkins. This event
will benefit ICA FoodShelf and the
Hopkins Minnetonka Area Family
Resource Center.  See you there!

SportsLife Camps is coming to Zion!
Our VBS week will have a new look and feel -- with Sportslife Camps, 

a Christian group of young men and women dedicated to bring and share the Good

News of Jesus. They work to develop children’s faith through innovative sports and

arts programs provided through their summer day camps for 

children ages 6-11. They are centered around loving Jesus, loving His church and 

loving kids. There may be soccer, street hockey, ultimate frisbee, dance and much

more! Mark your calendar for June 25 - 28th from 5 - 8:30 p.m. 

Look for more information in the months ahead! We’ll need parent 

and adult help with supervision and participation too!

What's the truth about… 
8 Naturalism            8 Meaning of Life
8 Fossils            8 Darwin
8 Missing Links         8 Noah's flood
8 Cavemen              8 Dinosaurs
8 Design                8 God 

Plan to attend a very informative 2-part seminar presented by Dr. Don Bierle,
FaithSearch International, at Cross View Lutheran Church, Edina, on Tuesday,
March 20 and Tuesday, March 27, 7:00 to 9 pm. Dr. Bierle holds M.A. and
Ph.D. degrees in the life sciences, and an M.A. degree in New Testament 
studies. The author of several books, he is skilled at communicating subjects 
in clear, original and fascinating ways.

With all the fuss over what should and shouldn’t be taught in schools, and 
with politicians weighing in on all levels, FaithSearch Origins is a must see
presentation. Dr. Bierle uses current scientific evidence to unravel creation, 
evolution and the meaning of life. His lively and enlightening presentation strips
off the hype and takes a scientific approach to the evidence.

Dr. Bierle’s emphasis on the powerful concept of intelligent design will 
unite rather than divide people on this controversial subject. Stimulating and
challenging, FaithSearch Origins is ideal for students, teachers, pastors and 
parents. Cross View is located at 6645 McCauley Trail, Edina. Please RSVP
to Melanie@crossview.net or by calling the church office .952.941.1094.
Childcare is available - please indicate the age of your children if you plan to
use this service. There is no admission charge but a free-will donation will be
taken. For more information, visit www.faithsearch.org and www.crossview.net.

making sense of creation and evolution 
FaithSearch Origins –
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Come to Zion’s Chili-
Cook Off on Wednesday, 
March 7 There are at 
least two ways to make 
this event more enjoyable – 
1)  Sign up to bring a pot of your 
famous chili (bring your chili to the 
church before Wednesday, March 7 
at 5 pm; and 
2)  On Wednesday, March 7 from 
5 -6:15pm, come to Zion, eat and 
vote for your favorite entrée. 

Breads and beverages will also be
served. A free will offering will be
taken to help support the youth and
adults attending this summer’s
National Youth Gathering. If you 
have any questions, talk to Kate
Dressel or Lisa Day.

Youth Fundraiser Opportunity 
working at the Metrodome. The Twins
start in April and you can be a part of
the excitement! Youth who are 16 or
older; parents and anyone else in the
congregation can help raise funds for
Zion’s Youth Ministry by selling con-
cessions at the Dome.  

Beginner Training dates for March 
are as follows: 
March 6 (6:15pm-8:30pm) 
March 11 (9:15am-11:30am) 
March 19 (at Anoka HS; 7-9pm) 
March 24 (9:15-11:30am) and 
March 29 (6:15-8:30pm).

If you are interested in training 
and finding out more information
about this great opportunity, 
contact Lisa Day. 

Welcome! We all know children learn from their parents and those closest

to them. Some say “you see the child, you see the parents!” How do we as

parents and care-givers, reflect our faith-walk and love for Jesus? 

Here is something to help! Each month in theMessenger of Light,parents

will find, help and encouragement in sharing and showing your own faith.

Your willingness to invest time and effort in your child’s life during these

years will bring huge spiritual benefits as you see them learn to respond to

their world in a God-pleasing way. We’ll begin this month by simply say-

ing: Each child is a gift from God.Always be aware of the great treasure

and potential of your child. Be most concerned about his/her nurture and

growth. But in addition, to all those areas of development, your child 

needs to grow spiritually, too. 

In the months to come you’ll receive thoughts and ideas on how to be an

example to your children. . . . from praying together to handling the ques-

tions of “gee mom can I watch this movie” that is rated “R”!  Raising chil-

dren in a Christian environment is a real challenge with all the distractions

and choices of the world. Let’s pray we can be strong and  make Godly

choices as we set the example for our children. 

Family 
Fç aç iç t ç h 
Connections

Simply  Giving is the easiest way yet to help Zion’s 

mission through electronic fund transfer! Help spread 

God’s message by setting up an automatic donation 

thr ough Thrivent Financial. Visit www.zionhopkins.org,

print out the PDF document (Adobe Acrobat Reader

required), complete the form, and drop it in the

collection plate on Sunday!

&Meetings 

Announcements
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Sr. High Youth - Grades 9-12

Sr. High Ski Trip (9-12th grade):  We will drive down
on Friday evening stay on the slopes in a Welch Village
Bunkhouse and enjoy a full Saturday of skiing/boarding
and return home on Saturday night.  
Here are more details:

Date:   Friday-Saturday, March 2-3 
Time:   Leave Zion at 5 pm (we’ll 
stop for dinner on the way); Return 
about 10 pm on Saturday night.
Where:  Welch Village Ski Resort; Cannon Valley 
Cost:   You have three Package Choices: 

1.  $95 - Sat. Lift Ticket; Ski/Board Rental;
Lodging; all meals 

2.  $75 - Sat. Lift Ticket; Lodging; all meals 
3.  $45.00 - Lodging; all meals (no skiing or

snowboarding) 
Forms Needed:  Permission Slip; Copy of 
Health Insurance Card 
Bring:  Snacks to share; your own beverages; 
Sleeping Bag; Pillow; ski clothing; night 

clothes; toiletries; extra change of socks 
and mittens/gloves; games to play in the 

bunkhouse or lodge; money for 
snacks/souvenirs (optional);

National Youth Gathering Participant & Par ent
Meeting - a short meeting to keep everyone up to date
on what is happening with our Youth Gathering plans
and fund raising will be Sunday, March 11 from Noon -
1:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall.

Exploring Careers @ Concordia-St. Paul
Concordia says, “Welcome!”  Discover your calling in
God’s world through Concordia University, St. Paul’s
Exploring Careers Weekend. This weekend retreat will
be filled with fellowship time, worship, and a glimpse 
of how Concordia University can prepare you for your
future!  ALL 9-12th graders are invited and the event is
FREE of charge!

Date:  Friday-Saturday, April 20-21 
Time:  Leave Zion at 4 pm Friday; 
Eat fast food dinner in St. Paul; 
Return to Zion about 3 pm Saturday. 

Forms Needed:  Permission Slip, Concordia's Medical
Information Form, Zion's Medical Release Form on file 
Register by April 15 by turning in all completed forms 

National Youth Gathering Pre-Gathering Rally 
at Concordia St. Paul is an event for over 1500 
participants attending the National Youth Gathering
from our Minnesota South District.  Lunch will be 
provided.

Date:   Saturday, April 28 
Time:   Leave Zion at 9 am; Return at 4 pm 
Register by Sunday, April 15 for this event by 
turning in your permission slip 

Jr. High Youth - Grades 6-8

“TRUE LOVE” is the theme for the 24th Annual CSP
Jr. High Youth Gathering! One apology, this event is
only for those in 7-8th grade (not for our 6th graders).
In addition to possibly meeting 425 other 7-8th graders
from our district, you will also have a great time with a
carnival, games, movies, and participating in a
Challenge event, a Bible study event, and a Service
event.  PLUS - you get to eat university food on a 
university campus!!!  All this for $42.  Space is limited
so you must sign up with Lisa no later than March 18
(no exceptions)!

Date:  Friday-Saturday, April 20-21 
Time:  Leave Zion at 4 pm Friday; 
Eat fast food dinner in St. Paul; 
Return to Zion at about 4:30 pm on Saturday 
Forms Needed: “True Love” Participant’s 
Information Form, “True Love” Medical Information   
Form, Zion”s Medical Release Form on file
Register by March 18 by turning in $42 and all 
completed forms 

We will be notified the week of March 25 if we were
randomly selected to be a part of this gathering. If we
are not selected, your money will be returned.

All Youth in Grades 6-12

Youth Serve Event: We will be helping Bethesda clean
and restock shelves - getting them ready for the spring
sales season. After we’re done working we’ll go out for
pizza.  Here are the details:

Date:   Sunday, March 11 
Time:   Leave Zion at 1 pm; 

Return to Zion at about 6 pm 
Where:  Bethesda Thrift shop - Hopkins 

Yo u t h  N e ws
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Zion Early Childhood CenterLibrary 
News

Library Notes: Parents, have you
seen the books and videos we have
on the Easter celebration? One book
by Paul Maier, “The Very First
Easter” is a very good book to 
read to intermediate ages children.
Another book, “Journey to Easter” 
is a good book to read to younger
children.  We also have a number 
of videos about Easter for the
younger children.  These items 
will be on display during March 
and April.

Mar ch is 
Minnesota 
FoodShare Month. Community 
and congregation support of ICA, 
is particularly important at this 
time. All donations made during
March are eligible for important
incentives, which increase the 
value of each and every 
contribution.

Jesus says “I was hungry and 
you gave me food.” Matthew 25:35.
Then the righteous said to Him,
“When did we see You hungry and
give You food?”  Matthew 25:37.
“And the King will answer them
‘Truly I say to you, in that you did 
it to the least of these my brethren,
you did it unto me!’”

Please mark a pew envelope ICA
and put in the collection plate.  Your
monetary donation makes it possible
for ICA to stretch our dollars and
buy more for less by making food
bank purchases. Thank you for 
your generous support.

 Infant News: Wow! We welcomed four new infants and their families this
month. Each new little person reminds us of God’s unique plan for each of us
as we get to know and love the new little ones in our care. 

Young Toddler News: I could hear the theme in the Dancing Duckling’s room
- music! The children brought in instruments from home and had their own
band. If you can imagine 10 toddlers playing their little hearts out you will
know how I could hear their theme! Make music to the Lord.  

Older Toddler/Preschool: We thank Miss Kathleen for filling in for Ms.
Paula's seven week maternity leave. The children and all of us at ZECC 
welcome Ms. Paula back on February 19th.  

Pre-K: February was filled with lots of activities 
in Ms. Jacki’s class. All the children enjoyed 
exchanging valentines, listening to a dental hygienist and a field trip to the
Imagination Theatre.    

If you'd like more information about ZECC please give us a call! Our phone
number is 952.938.7661 Extension 21. 

“He brought me to the banqueting house, and his banner over me was love.”
Song of Solomon 2:4                 

In God’s Service, 
Judy Fuhrman, Director 
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Sundays
8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 
The strength and joy of this worship is its 
richness and reverence. It emphasizes our
Reformation heritage and traditional Lutheran 
hymnody.  Music is led by Zion’s by Zion’s
Sanctuary Choir, accompanied with a 36 rank 
Van Daalan Organ, grand piano, handbells 
and instrumentalists.

10:50 a.m. Contemporary Worship
This worship has an atmosphere of joy 
and celebration with its’new sounds.  
Contemporary music is led by our Christian 
band and vocal ensemble.

Saturday
5 p.m. Informal Worship 
Casual dress is the norm at this alternative 
time for worship. If you have Sunday plans or
schedules, or like to avoid larger crowds, this 
uplifting worship celebrates God’s grace in an 
informal and less crowded manner.

Randall A. Neal Administrative Pastor

Howie A. Krienke Associate Pastor of 
Shepherding Ministries

Katie Wareham Director of Parish Music 

Vicki Peterson Lifelong Learning Director

Lisa Day Director of Student 
Ministries

Judy Fuhrman Director of Zion Early 
Childhood Center

Bonnie Shelton Office Manager

Rick Tupa Properties Engineer

Office Hours:
Monday through Friday  9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Phone:  952.938.7661  
FAX:  952.938.7662
Visit us online at www.zionhopkins.org
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