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Introduction 

Dear Disciples: 
Confirmation Ministry at Zion Lutheran 
Church provides an opportunity for 

families to be a partner in ministry 
with Zion. This partnership seeks to 
teach and model the Christian faith 

and life to the next generation of 
believers. The task of making disciples 

belongs to all Christians. The goal we 
have as a congregation is to provide 

the best opportunities for each child to 
reach mature Christian discipleship.  
When parents, congregation, and 

students work together with this goal 
in mind the church, with God's 

guidance, is carrying out its task as 
assigned in the Great Commission. 
(Matthew 28:18-20; John 8:31-32) 

 
PASTORS:  In general, the Pastor's 

role is to "equip the saints for the 
work of ministry for the building up of 
the body of Christ...to mature 

manhood...so that we may no longer 
be children."  (Eph. 4:12-16) This 

means that he (they) are responsible 
for seeing that opportunities are 
provided to instruct the child in 

Christian knowledge, faith, and life. 
 

THE CHURCH:  The church and its 

ministries exist to help the parents 
carry out their responsibilities.  God 

did not intend the church to replace 
the parent's influence and importance. 
 

PARENTS:  "Fathers, do not provoke 
your children to anger, but bring them 

up in the discipline and instruction of 
the Lord." (Ephesians 6:4) ...and 
other passages of Scripture make it 

clear that the primary responsibility 
for the child rests with the parents.  

Confirmation is just one part of that 
on going training of your child.  It is 
the equipping stage of a young 

Christian.  IT IS BY NO MEANS 
GRADUATION. 

Statistics clearly demonstrate the 
need for parental involvement.  A 
study has shown that: 

a. If BOTH mother and father attend 
church regularly – 72% of their 

children remain faithful in 
attendance. 

b. If ONLY dad attends regularly – 

55% remain faithful. 
c. If ONLY mom attends regularly – 

15% remain faithful. 
d. If NEITHER mom or dad attend 

regularly – only 6% remain 

faithful. 
 

 

Questions, Comments, and Concerns 

Pastor Randall Neal –  
952-938-7661 x 12 (office); randall.neal@zionhopkins.org 

Lisa Day, DCE –  
952-838-7661 x 18 (office); 763-913-9639 (home/cell); lisa.day@zionhopkins.org 

Rebecca Pruse, Board of Student Ministries Chairperson –  
651-592-0837 (home); Rebecca.Pruse@target.com 



Requirements 
 
 

 

 

 

 

In order for our Confirmation program to be effective, we ask families to accept 

the responsibilities associated with participation. In this regard, we expect 

participants to commit to the following: 

 
**Please refrain from using any items such as iPods, cell phones, mp3 players 

and the like during class.  These are a distraction for the leaders and are not 

necessary items to use during class time. 

 

Minimum Requirements To Be Met  

In Order To Be Eligible For  
The Rite Of Confirmation  
at Zion Lutheran Church: 

(approved by Zion’s Board of Elders May 2008) 

 
1. Attend class sessions and 

scheduled learning events (lock-

ins, retreats). 
 

2. 60% attendance at weekend 
worship services for the three-year 

period.   (This does include the 

summer months. The student is to 

sign the confirmation attendance sheet 

in the Gathering Area every week. If 

you attend a church other than Zion, 

bring a bulletin with your name on it 

from the church you attended.)  

 

3. Complete twenty (20) “Worship 

Notes” sheets per calendar year 
(Sept-Aug).  

 

4. Satisfactory completion of assigned 
work.  

 
5. During the class time, satisfactorily 

reciting from memory the six chief 

parts of the Catechism over the 
three year period of classes (two 

parts per year). 
 

6. Satisfactory reciting from memory 
a Bible passage per week to 

parents. (30 per school year, 
September – April) * Parent is to 

assign, listen to, and record one Bible 

memory passage a week recited by 

the student.  The passage may be 

selected from the list provided or 

directly from the Bible. When the 

student has recited the passage to the 

parent’s satisfaction the parent signs 

the WEEKLY BIBLE PASSAGE MEMORY 

sheet. The sheets will be collected 

during small group time each week. 

 

7. Cooperative attitude toward class 

work, homework, memory work, 
instructors and class members. 

 
8. Serve as an Acolyte throughout the 

Confirmation program. *An Acolyte 

Schedule will be handed out 

periodically during the year.  You are 

responsible for finding a replacements 

if you are unable to serve on your 

scheduled date/time. 

 

 

 



 

Basic Information 
 

The Purpose of Confirmation 

 

The purpose of confirmation is to help Confirmands: 

 Personally confess Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior and take personal 
ownership in declaring, by the power of the Holy Spirit, their own allegiance 

to Christ; 

 Eagerly explore the awesomeness of God and the mysteries of faith; 

 Identify themselves as members, as a unique and special part of the body of 

Christ, as Lutheran and members of a local congregation. 

 Regularly participate in public worship and the reception of holy communion, 

engage in personal and group Bible study and its application to life, strive to 
lead God-pleasing lives and offer services to God by serving others; 

 Celebrate the relationships that they have with God as their personal God 

who loves them graciously, their pastor and other confirmation staff people, 
their peers participating in the confirmation process, their family and other 

members of their congregation. 

 



Basic Information 

 “  
 

Want to enjoy Confirmation??   

Here are some helpful suggestions … 
 

1. Students always respect 
themselves, each other, the group 
leaders and all of the adults in 

charge. They will not insult each 
other, put each other down, make 

rude gestures or physically harass 
each other. Everyone in 
Confirmation has a right to learn 

and grow in his or her faith. We 
expect all students to respect this 

right for each other! 
 
2. Students respect and care for 

Zion’s building, grounds and other 
property. Remember, this is God’s 

house. 
 

 
3. Students understand that to make 

Confirmation a good experience, 

they will participate fully in all the 
activities. 

 

4. Students follow directions given 
the first time and try to complete 
the work assigned. 

 
 

5. Students will come prepared and 
on time. 

 

6. Students understand that one of 
our goals is to take care of each 

other and ourselves. 
 
7. Students will be committed to 

growing spiritually in their faith. 
 

8. Small group conversations are 
confidential, and what you hear or 

say here stays within your group! 
 
9. Students work hard at having fun! 

 
 

 

 

 



Basic Information 

Zion's 3+ Year 

Confirmation Ministry 

 
Students attend formal Confirmation instruction and Confirmation retreats during 

their 6th through 8th grade school years. 

 

6th Grade students and their parents attend Early Communion classes led by Pastor 

Neal in the spring.  This prepares the students for their 1st Communion which is the 
Thursday night before Easter (Maundy Thursday). 

 

Before students are confirmed in the fall of their 9th grade year, we have a few 
weeks of review and another retreat just for 9th graders to prepare and practice 

their testimony. 

 

In our 3 year cycle we cover the 6 Chief Parts of Luther’s Small Catechism: 

 

2011-12 

The Creeds 
Baptism 

New Testament History 
 

2012-13 

The 10 Commandments 
Old Testament History 

 
 

2013-14 

Office of the Keys and 
    Confession 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Early Church History 

 

 
 

 

 



Parent Information 

 

 

From parents  ̧For Parents 

 

BIBLE VERSE MEMORY WORK:  

 

¶ Map out the entire year ahead of 
time. That way there is no question 
about what verses to learn. Throw 

in some fun ones from Proverbs - 
there was one that goes something 

like - Don't eat too much honey or 
you will vomit. (Proverbs 25:16) 

 

¶ Work ahead during down times: 
Start learning some of the verses 

over the summer months. 
 
¶ Don't sweat it if you don't have the 

"form" to turn in memory work. 
Write down the dates and the 

verses that were said and sign the 
bottom. 

 

¶ Regularly check the Master Book 
located outside of the office of 

Pastor Krienke/Deacon Dan and 
make sure all work has been 
recorded properly. 

 

WORSHIP: 
 

¶ Make sure they are signing in for 
worship.  (The sign in sheet is at 
the Information Center.) 

 
¶ Don’t forget - if you worship at 

another church, bring in a bulletin 
if you want to have the worship 

attendance recorded. 
 
SERMON NOTES: 

 
¶ Start sermon notes immediately to 

make sure they are completed. You 
never know when someone might 
be sick etc. Plus, my kids have 

found it too hard to take sermon 
notes when they are serving as an 

acolyte. 
 

¶ Spend some time with your 

student discussing the sermon 
after church.  It’s interesting to 

find out the things they remember. 



Parent Information 
 

 
If you were arrested for attempting to keep the 

promises you made at your child’s baptism, 
would there be enough evidence to convict you? 

 

Remember when your 

child was baptized? The 

pastor said: “In Christian 

love you have presented 

this child for Holy Baptism. 

You should, therefore, 

faithfully bring him to the 

services of God's house, 

and teach him the Lord's 

Prayer, the Creed, & the 

Ten Commandments.” 

The pastor then asked: “Do 

you promise to fulfill these 

obligations?”  

If you are like most 

parents, you responded “I 

do” when asked to make 

the promise. If you are like 

many parents, you may 

feel that your attempts to 

keep the baptismal 

promises have fallen a bit 

short. Or, you might just 

be a bit frustrated that 

though your church asked 

you to make such 

promises, they didn’t do 

much to help you to keep 

them! 

What can you do?  We have some answers: 

 

 

1. Pray with, and for, your youth; 

2. Worship regularly with your youth; 

3. Make Midweek Advent and Lent Services a 

priority; 

4. Spend 15-30 minutes per week in faith 

conversation with you child. The sermon note 

forms can be used as a wonderful 

conversation starter; 

5. Attend the scheduled Parent’s Nights; 

6. Work with your youth on Bible memory 

verses; 

7. Invite a grandparent, godparent or other 

trusted adult to attend classes with you and 

your youth; 

8. Attend special events offered for you and/or 

your youth; 

9. Volunteer to help at Confirmation and other 

events for your youth; 

10.Volunteer to help at other events that are 

offered by the Board of Student Ministries; 

11.Volunteer with your youth at a local agency – 

Bethesda and ICA are two options; 

12.Did I say “Pray with, and for, your youth”? 

 

 



Special Classes and Events 
 

Confirmation 

Kick-Off 
for 6th-8th Grade Students 

Sunday, Sept. 11; 12:00-2:00 

This Kick-Off Event is an important part 
of our Confirmation year.  This event 
introduces the students to their small 

group and small group leader and helps 
start the year off in a fun and festive 

way!  There is no cost for this event and 
Lunch is provided.   

 

 

9th Grade Review 
Led by Lisa Day, 

As 9th graders prepare to confirm the 
vows made for them at their Baptism, 
they will spend the weeks prior to 

confirmation reviewing the Six Chief 
Parts of Luther’s Small Catechism.  

Participants are asked to bring their 
Bible and Catechism to each session. 
 

¶ September 14, 21, 28 –Review 
¶ October  5 –Individual/Class Pictures 

AND Class 
¶ October 19-20– “I Believe” Retreat 
¶ October 26– Final Rehearsal for 

Testimony Night & Confirmation 
Sunday. 

 

Parent Nights 
GREAT Catechism review 

GREAT Parent-Specific Topics 

 
September 21, October 12, 
November 16, January 18,  

February 15, and April 18 
Parents spend Large Group time with 

Pastor Neal and stay and support 
other parents with parent/youth 
topics. 

 

ALSO for 6th Grade Parents  

Attend Early Communion  
Classes with your student on  

Feb. 29, March 7, 14, 21, & 28. 

 

 

Advent/Lent 
New Testament Series 

During our 2011-2012 year, Lisa Day 
and Vicar Dan Schultz will be leading 

special sessions on the New 
Testament during Advent and Lent in 

the Fellowship Hall from 7:15-8:00pm.  
This is also an important part of our 
Confirmation Ministry.   Included in 

these times may be a simple service 
project for our church or community. 

 

The dates for these sessions are:  
Nov. 30, Dec. 7, Feb. 29,  

March 7, 14, 21, & 28. 
 

Bring your Bibles please. 
 



Special Classes and Events 
     

     
Early Communion 

Instruction 
Led by Pastor Neal 

 
A very important class for all students 

is the preparation for 1st Communion.  
This is usually held for our 6th Grade 

students, but it is also for any 7/8th 
grade student who has not completed 
the class. 

 
 

 

Preparation Classes will be held Feb. 
29, March 7, 14, 21, & 28 in the 

Chapel from 7:15-8:00pm.   
Upon successful completion of this 
class, participants may take part in 1st 

Communion Service on Maundy 
Thursday, April 5, 2012 at 7:00 pm. 

 
* Please feel free to invite 
family/friends to your 1st Communion 

Celebration at 7:00pm on Thursday, 
April 5.   A reception will follow in the 

Fellowship Hall. 
 
 

 
 

 

ºH ADKHDUD» 

9th Grade Retreat  
October 19-20 

Concordia University 
The main goal of the retreat is for 

students to write a personal faith 
testimony-“I Believe”.   

 
Bring:  Bible, Catechism, pen/pencil, 

toiletry items, clothes appropriate for 
outdoor activity, a snack to share,  
Optional items to bring:  Money to 

purchase snacks or souvenirs, a 
camera, and your favorite board 

game.  
 
PLEASE do not bring iPods, Cell 

Phones, or other electronic games – 
they will not be needed during this 

retreat. 
 
Be sure to return your permission 

slip!  The cost of this retreat is 
included in the 9th Grade Confirmation 

Costs.  
 

 

Confirmation 

Gathering 

For 6th-8th Graders 

Dates: April 20-21 
 

Join 300 other Junior High Youth 
from Minnesota, North & South 

Dakota, Wisconsin, and Iowa at 

Concordia for this enjoyable event. 
 

We will leave Zion on Friday at 
4:15pm and return on Saturday at 

about 4:00pm.   
 

The youth who attended last year 
had an awesome time. 

 
Cost is $45 if you register and pay 

by February 15 and $55 after that.  
No registrations will be accepted 

after April 1. 
 
 



Service Projects 
 

“This service you perform is not only supplying the needs of God’s 

people, but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God.” 
(2 Corinthians 9:12)   

**It is assumed that our Confirmation students will participate in these service projects in 

addition to serving as an acolyte in worship as part of Zion’s Confirmation Ministry.   

If you have a conflict, please inform Lisa Day. 

 

Students are challenged and encouraged to live by Christ’s example and engage in service 

in the community and the church.  Various opportunities will be given throughout the year 

for students to serve the church and the community.   

 

Zion Confirmation Students are asked to serve at least 30 hours during the Confirmation 

year.  Up to 20 of those hours may be done serving here at Zion (Acolyte, Corn Feed, 

Community Thanksgiving Dinner, Sleep Out for the Homeless, etc.)  At least 10 of those 

hours are to be done outside of Zion’s doors (Bethesda, Feed My Starving Children, serving 

at ICA, soup kitchen, etc.) 

 

 

Summer Stretch 2012 
Dates:  TBA 

This is a SUMMER opportunity to get up, 

get out, and help your community while 

having fun with all your friends.  In the 

mornings we will work in the community 

doing our part to make it a better place.  

In the afternoon we will head out to a fun 

activity, not only as a reward for your 

hard work but also to grow in fellowship 

with your peers. 

 

Feed My Starving 
Children 

October 1: 6:15-9:45pm 

May 9: 5:15-8:15pm 
Help us bless those in 

another country who are much less 
fortunate by packaging food for them 
– in a fun and unique way. 

 
 

 

Sleep Out For the Homeless 
Will be November 4-5 

 
If any youth or adult is interested in 
helping plan this event, please talk to 

Lisa Day. 
 

 
 

 
Community Thanksgiving Dinner  

November 23, the Wednesday night 

before Thanksgiving, we will help Zion 
serve a Turkey dinner for the Hopkins 

Community.   
 
Be at Zion anytime after school to 

help prepare and serve this awesome 
meal! 

 
 

Zion’s Annual Benefit Corn Feed 
Wednesday, August 8, 2012.  Help 

Zion raise funds for a family in need.  

Your help will be needed as we help a 

NEEDY family. 

 

 

 



Confirmation Costs and Paperwork 

 
Scholarship money may be available.  Talk to Lisa Day if you need assistance. You may use 

money from your youth account for these costs.  Account money is raised when you help 

serve at one of our Zion Youth Ministry fund raisers.   

 

6-8th Grade 
$14.00 for Luther’s Small Catechism with Explanation – Interleaved version 

$45.00 (or $55)  for the Confirmation Retreat 
 

9th Grade 

A cost of $70 covers the “I Believe” retreat, Robe Rental, Year Dated Ribbon 
with Gold-Tone Cross, a 5”x7”, Confirmation Certificate in a Padded Cover, 

and Altar flowers.  The cost for Confirmation Pictures will depend on the 
package or number of pictures you desire. Envelopes with picture pricing will 

be handed out at orientation. 
 
 

 

Our faith needs to be fed and nurtured by God's Word  
(Matt. 28:18-20) 

 

 

 

Paperwork, Etcetera 
The following items must be turned in on or before September 11 

+ Confirmation Registration 
+ Student/Parent Covenant 

+ Medical & Liability Release Form 
+ Catechism Fees *if you don’t already have one ($14.00)  

+ “I Believe” Retreat Permission Slip (9th Graders only)  
 

The following 9th Grade Only items must be turned in: 
+ Confirmation Fees ($70.00) – by October 5 

+ Confirmation Bulletin Information – by October 23 
+ Confirmation Faith Statement – by October 23 

 
The following 6-8th Grade Only items must be turned in on/before Feb. 15: 

+ Concordia University Jr. High Gathering Registration 



9
th

 Grade Confirmation 
 

 

 
 

ROBES 

Robes will arrive by October 1 for 
pictures on October 5.  

 
PLEASE PLEASE  PLEASE  PLEASE 

¶ Try the robe on immediately – if 
there are any problems, talk to 

Lisa ASAP 
¶ Iron the robe before pictures on 

October 5. 
¶ Unless other arrangements can 

be made – please leave your 
robe at Zion after the Sunday 

Confirmation service. 
 

 

 
 

 

PICTURES 
We will be taking Confirmation 

Pictures on Wednesday Oct. 5 at 
6:45 pm in the Church. 

Make sure to have your robe 
pressed prior to pictures.  

 
HELPFUL CLOTHING HINT:  The 

robes are white and somewhat see 

through and also can be very 
warm.  For pictures and on the day 

of Confirmation, please avoid 
wearing dark tops.  Here are some 

suggestions… 
Guys:  A light colored dress shirt, 

tie, dress pants, and comfortable 
shoes’ 

Girls: A light colored dress or top 
with a skirt/slacks and comfortable 

shoes. 
 

 

Confirmation Verse Selection 

Each student will choose a Bible verse that is especially meaningful to him or 
her to identify with his or her Affirmation of Baptism.  Even though students 

may choose any verse that is special, we have included a small list of popular 
verses that have been used in the past. 
 

Revelation 2:10 
Matthew 6:33 

Ephesians 2:8-9 
Hebrews 13:5 
John 10:27-28 

Acts 16:31 
1 Corinthians 6:20 

Luke 11:28 
John 8:12 

John 3:16 
John 14:6 
Joshua 1:9 

Psalm 37:5 
Psalm 55:22 

Romans 1:16 
Matthew 21:22 

Psalm 23:1  
John 14:27 
John 15:5 

Proverbs 30:5 
Psalm 27:1  

Psalm 46:1   
John 8:31-32 

1 John 1:9 
Matthew 28:20 
 

 
 



9
th

 Grade Confirmation 
 

 

 
THRIVENT SPONSORED 

BANQUET 

Sunday, October 23, 6:00pm; 
Zion Fellowship Hall 

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 
sponsors a dinner for the confirmation 

students and family.  We will eat at 
6:00pm. Each Confirmand and their 
family will be introduced and be 

presented with a special gift from 
Thrivent.  We will also rehearse for 

Testimony Night and Confirmation 
Sunday. 
 

 
 

 

 
PUBLIC PROFESSION OF 

FAITH (Testimony Night) 

5:00pm Worship Service; 

October 29, 2011 

 
During this worship service, the 
students will read the testimony they 

wrote during the “I Believe” retreat.  
Be at church by 4:30 pm and make 

sure to wear your robe. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

RITE OF CONFIRMATION 

10:50am Worship Service 
October 30, 2011 

 
The Rite of Confirmation Service will 

take place during the 10:50 worship 
service.  Confirmation is dependent 

upon the student's personal confession 
of faith and a reasonable 

understanding of basic Christian 
knowledge as explored and learned 
over three years.  Confirmands meet 

in the Chapel at 10:20am to prepare. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2011-2012 Class Schedule 
 

Date Teaching 
Session Topic   

28-Aug-11   Parent/Student Confirmation Orientation - 9:40 a.m. Parents 

11-Sep-11   Jr Hi Fall Confirmation Kick Off for 6,7,8th graders   

14-Sep-11 1 Apostles Creed #1   

21-Sep-11 2 Apostles Creed #2 Parents 

28-Sep-11 3 Apostles Creed #3   

5-Oct-11 4 Apostles Creed #4 &*9th Grade Pictures   

12-Oct-11 5 Apostles Creed #5 Parents 

19-Oct-11   6-8th Grade No Class (MEA)   

19/20-Oct-11   Retreat for 9th grade Confirmands at Concordia University 9th Grade Only 

23-Oct-11   9th grade only-Thrivent Recognition Dinner/Rehearsal 9th Grade Only 

26-Oct-11 6 Apostles Creed #5 / *9th Grade Rehearsal   

29-Oct-11    Personal Confessions   

30-Oct-11    Rite of Confirmation   

2-Nov-11 7 Apostles Creed #7   

9-Nov-11 8 Apostles Creed #8   

16-Nov-11 9 Apostles Creed #9 Parents 

23-Nov-11   No Class (Thanksgiving)   

30-Nov-11   Class @ 7:15pm   

7-Dec-11   Class @ 7:15pm   

14-Dec-11   No Class (Turkey Dinner)   

21-Dec-11   Confirmation Christmas Party @ 7:15pm   

28-Dec-11   No Class   

4-Jan-12   No Class   

11-Jan-12 10 Apostles Creed #10   

18-Jan-12 11 Apostles Creed #11 Parents 

25-Jan-12 12 Apostles Creed #12   

1-Feb-12 13 Apostles Creed #13   

8-Feb-12 14 Baptism #1   

15-Feb-12 15 Baptism #2 Parents 

22-Feb-12   No Class - Ash Wednesday   

29-Feb-12   Class @ 7:15; Early Communion Class for 6th Graders   

7-Mar-12   Class @ 7:15; Early Communion Class for 6th Graders   

14-Mar-12   Class @ 7:15; Early Communion Class for 6th Graders   

21-Mar-12   Class @ 7:15; Early Communion Class for 6th Graders   

28-Mar-12   Class @ 7:15; Early Communion Class for 6th Graders   

4-Apr-12   No Class   

5-Apr-12   7:00pm - 6th Grade 1st Communion Worship   

11-Apr-12 16 Baptism #3   

18-Apr-12 17 Baptism #4 Parents 

25-Apr-12 18 Baptism #5   

2-May-12 19 Last Class: Wrap Up/Evaluation   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Zion Lutheran Church  
241 5th Avenue North 

Hopkins, MN 55343 
 (952) 938-7661  
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